
Lesson B2–8

Designing Wedding Pieces

Unit B. Floriculture

Problem Area 2. Floral Design

Lesson 8. Designing Wedding Pieces

New Mexico Content Standard:

Pathway Strand: Plant Systems

Standard: IV: Exercise elements of design to enhance an environment (e.g., floral, forest,

landscape, farm).

Benchmark: IV-A: Apply basic design elements and principles to create a design using

plants.

Performance Standard: 1. Conduct a site evaluation for physical condition and design

implications. 2. Apply elements of design (e.g., line, form, texture, color). 3. Incorporate

principles of design (e.g., space, scale, proportion, order). 4. Use landscape design draw-

ing tools including Computer Aided Design (CAD) and industry-specific software. 5.

Select hard goods, supplies and tools used in design. 6. Select plant(s) for design.

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students

achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe typical wedding needs.

2. Explain the process of designing a wedding

3. Identify and describe types of wedding bouquets.

4. Explain how to service a wedding.
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List of Resources. The following resources may be useful in teaching this lesson:

Recommended Resources. One of the following resources should be selected to accompany the

lesson:

Biondo, Ronald J. and Dianne A. Noland. Floriculture: From Greenhouse Production

to Floral Design. Danville, Illinois: Interstate Publishers, Inc., 2000.

Other Resources. The following resources will be useful to students and teachers:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture: Designing & Merchandising, Second Edition. Albany,

New York: Delmar Publishers, 2002.

List of Equipment, Tools, Supplies, and Facilities

Writing surface

Overhead projector

Transparencies from attached masters

Copies of student lab sheet

Terms. The following terms are presented in this lesson (shown in bold italics):

Aisle runner

Altar arrangements

Arm bouquet

Candelabra design

Cascade bouquet

Chuppah

Colonial bouquet

Crescent bouquet

Floral foam holder

Hand-tied bouquet

Kneeling bench

Pew decorations

Toss bouquet

Unity candle arrangement

Interest Approach. Use an interest approach that will prepare the students for the les-

son. Teachers often develop approaches for their unique class and student situations. A possible

approach is included here.

Run a mock consultation with two of the students in class, one acting as the bride, and one acting as the

groom, and the teacher acting as the florist. You might ask them about budget, types of floral needs, styles

of bouquets, and accessories that they might want. This will introduce the students to the subject matter of
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this lesson. You might consider teaching this lesson with the home economics department or social studies

department if they are also doing units on wedding planning.

Summary of Content and Teaching Strategies

Objective 1: Describe typical wedding needs.

Anticipated Problem: What are the typical floral needs for a wedding?

I. The planning process with a knowledgeable florist is the first step in helping the bride and

groom make floral decisions about their wedding.

A. The wedding consultation is conducted after the bride and groom have set a date for the

wedding. The florist should provide a conference area that is big enough for three or four

people; the bride will usually bring the groom, a friend, or her mother. The florist should

provide a portfolio or a book of wedding flower ideas, and will collect information on

date, time, colors, and style of the wedding. Different customs or ceremonial require-

ments should be identified.

The florist will note all the wedding floral needs on a wedding order form. The bride de-

cides what floral pieces will be needed. The order form should note who is paying for

each arrangement and how the payments will be made. A down payment is often re-

quested and paid during this consultation.

1. Floral needs for the wedding ceremony often include:

a. Bouquet for the bride

b. Bouquet for the maid or matron of honor

c. Bouquets for the bridesmaids

d. Flower girl bouquet

e. Boutonniere for the groom

f. Boutonniere for the best man

g. Boutonnieres for the groomsmen

h. Boutonnieres for the ushers

i. Boutonniere for the ring bearer

j. Flowers for the parents and grandparents

k. Flowers for other people involved in the ceremony, e.g., minister, musicians, so-

loist, attendants at guest registry, personal attendant, special friends, or relatives

l. Presentation bouquets for the parents

m. Altar arrangements—flowers placed on the altar at the church

n. Unity candle arrangement—a floral design created for a unity candle to be

placed on or near the altar

o. Pew decorations—arrangements of flowers and/or bows placed on the church

pews
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p. Kneeling bench—a bench on which the bride and groom kneel

q. Candelabra designs—formal arrangements created to hang on free-standing can-

delabras

r. Aisle runner—the white runner placed down the middle of the aisle prior to the

wedding party entering the church

s. Chuppah—a canopy for Jewish weddings

t. Guest book arrangement

2. Floral needs for the wedding reception often include:

a. Centerpieces—head table

b. Centerpieces—serving tables

c. Centerpieces—guest tables

d. Cake table decorations

e. Flowers for the wedding cake

f. Toss bouquet—a small bouquet used by the bride in the bouquet toss

B. Ordering flowers from the wholesaler is the next step for the florist. Sometimes, this

needs to be done several weeks in advance in order to meet special requests. Remember,

when working with the bride in consultation, the size of the wholesale bundles must be

taken into consideration in order to make efficient and economical flower choices.

The florist might make a list of the flowers that he or she will be using in each design,

and might even make a sketch of the design to be created. Then the flower totals are

tabulated with flowers added for any possible unseen needs.

In teaching this unit a trip to a florist would be beneficial. Obtaining a wedding order form would be help-

ful for the students. If the florist would be willing to visit with the class, he or she could share their personal

approach to conducting a wedding consultation and the ordering process. Use TM: B2–8A and B2–8B to

reinforce the floral needs for both the wedding ceremony and reception.

Objective 2: Explain the process of designing a wedding.

Anticipated Problem: How is the design style of a wedding determined?

II. There are a number of important steps involved in designing a wedding:

A. The wedding style will be determined by the type of wedding to take place. A wedding in

the back yard with the reception in the parents’ house is different from a cathedral wed-

ding with a reception at a country club. So, determining whether the wedding will be in-

formal or formal is the first step in deciding the style. Sometimes, themes are be used in a

wedding, for example, a storybook wedding, or a winter wonderland theme.

B. Once the overall style is selected, the bouquets are designed. Bouquet styles are ad-

dressed in the next objective.

C. Flowers for the hair can be incorporated into a veil, headband (wreath or garland), or a

small comb. These flowers are often repeated from the bouquets. Bobby pins are used to
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attach flowers and keep them in place. Baby’s breath may be worked into the hair and

held in place by hair spray.

D. Symmetrical altar arrangements are placed on both sides of the altar. They are some-

times arranged in canisters that fit into gold vases. These canisters need to be obtained

from the church prior to the wedding. Sometimes the wedding couple requests that

these arrangements be made in containers that can be taken to the reception after the

wedding.

1. Candelabra pieces may be substituted for altar flowers, or can be used in combina-

tion with altar flowers.

2. Unity candle pieces are usually comprised of two taper candles, and a large unity

candle in the center, symbolizing two lives becoming one.

E. Pew decorations are bows, flowers, or floral designs attached to the ends of pews. Re-

served seating is often marked with larger pew decorations than the other pews. The

bride should determine how many pews are to be decorated. Number 9 or number 40

ribbon is most commonly used to create pew bows. Tulle may be added for a softer ap-

pearance. Florists generally use anything from chenille wires to rubber bands to attach

the pew decorations. Also, the floral industry has created a floral foam holder that has a

clip which attaches to the pew. The general shape of pew decorations is oval or round

one-sided arrangements with cascading foliage.

F. Reception flowers should have much the same style as those at the church. Many of the

flowers will be taken from the church to the reception and used to decorate the recep-

tion hall. Therefore, in creating centerpieces for the head table, the serving table, and

the general seating tables, a florist should carry over the style from the wedding cere-

mony. Other items that might be created for the reception include an entryway arch, flo-

ral garlands, potted plants, and arrangements for the wedding cake. Wedding cake flow-

ers are often designed like corsages or in small floral foam containers. The florist and the

bakery should communicate and coordinate on what is specifically needed.

The best way for students to understand how everything is tied together is to view pictures of wedding ar-

rangements and review what is needed. To obtain these pictures, it would be ideal to go with a florist to a

wedding and take pictures. Going to several sites over a couple of weeks, would allow you to show the stu-

dents different styles and needs of different weddings.

Objective 3: Identify and describe types of wedding bouquets.

Anticipated Problem: What types of bouquets are available for the bride to choose from?

III. The bridal bouquet should reflect the style of the gown and the wedding. Bridal bouquet

choices are colonial, cascade, variations of the cascade, arm bouquet, hand-tied bouquet,

and special bouquet designs. Flowers the bride chooses will help in determining the best

style of bouquet design.

A. A bouquet may be designed in a floral foam holder or wired and taped. A floral foam

holder consists of a plastic cage and handle with floral foam on the inside. The foam and
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cage hold the flowers in place and the foam provides moisture for the flowers. Construc-

tion of a bouquet using this mechanic is far faster than the wiring and taping. The disad-

vantage is that if bouquets are over-handled, they may start to lose flowers. A sticky

product can be used to add extra holding power. Toss bouquets should never be con-

structed using this mechanic. Wiring and taping bouquets takes a great deal of time;

however, these bouquets are very sturdy and durable. Bouquets may be either stored in a

flat position or placed in a bouquet holder. When delivering bouquets to the wedding

site, they should be placed in bags and sprayed with a fine mist of water. Avoid getting

water on the ribbon.

B. Styles of Bouquets include:

1. Colonial bouquet—a round bouquet based on the English nosegay design of the Vic-

torian and Georgian eras.

2. Cascade bouquet—a full, rounded central area with an eye-catching trailing line of

flowers and foliage; designed the same way as the colonial, with the addition of the

trailing flowers and foliage as the beginning placement.

3. Crescent bouquet—a variation of the cascading bouquet that is designed in a C

shape.

4. Arm bouquet—a grouping of flowers that is tied together and cradled in the left arm.

Presentation bouquets are constructed in this manner.

5. Hand-tied bouquet—a natural-looking gathering of flowers and foliage with the

stems tied together. Hand-tied bouquets can be adorned with ribbon, cording, or

tulle.

6. Other designs—usually attached to something such as a parasol, fan, or muff.

A discussion on bouquet styles should cover all of the different types. An ideal time to cover this area is

just prior to homecoming or prom, which will allow the students to create bouquets (nosegays) for their

special event. Coloring can be added using paints and tints so that the flowers match the various dresses.

Another idea would be to work with another class that is studying weddings, and create designs using

cross curriculum concepts. Use TM: B2–8C to illustrate shapes of cascading bouquets. LS: B2–8A will

provide students with the opportunity to construct a colonial bouquet.

Objective 4: Explain how to service a wedding.

Anticipated Problem: What services does a florist provide for a wedding?

IV. A variety of services may be provided by the florist. General service includes delivering the

flowers to the wedding site and to the reception site. If the florist is to provide more than ba-

sic services, an additional amount may be charged. It is helpful for a florist to create a wed-

ding service kit that can be taken from one site to the next. Additional services might in-

clude:

A. Distributing the flowers

B. Pinning on corsages and boutonnieres
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C. Lighting candles as needed

D. Positioning the aisle runner

E. Instructions on holding the bouquets properly

F. Transporting the ceremony flowers to the reception

Cover this topic with a discussion about services that a florist might provide to the consumer. A florist

could be invited to the class to discuss the services that he or she provides to wedding customers. Display

TM: B2–8D to illustrate the components of a wedding service kit.

Review/Summary. Weddings are very important to the floral industry. However, they

require a great deal of work. Using the skills the students have obtained, they should be able to

work with a florist in helping create the wedding work described in this lesson. Observing a florist

as he or she conducts the various steps involved in planning a wedding and creating the floral de-

signs, will allow students to have a greater understanding of the topic.

Application. Re-create the setting used in the interest approach. This time allow the stu-

dents to act as the florist as well as the consumers. Have them demonstrate an understanding of

the consultation. Then have them prepare a list of the flowers that they will need. Stress in the

consultation the importance of a discussion of bouquet types and of other floral needs, and the

services that they will offer. LS: B2–8A—Colonial Bouquet Construction—provides students an

opportunity to practice wedding design.

Evaluation. There are several ways to evaluate the students on the material covered in this

lesson. There is an evaluation tool included with the lab. A small written quiz is also included to

test the knowledge of the students.

Answers to Sample Test:

Part One: Matching

1=a, 2=j, 3=i, 4=h, 5=f, 6=d, 7=b, 8=e, 9=c, 10=g

Part Two: Completion

1. consultation

2. order form

3. wholesaler

4. presentation

5. glued

6. spray bar

7. bows

8. formal

9. gown
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10. services

Part Three: Short Answer

1. Colonial bouquet

2. Cascade bouquet

3. Crescent bouquet

4. Arm bouquet

5. Hand-tied bouquet
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Sample Test Name_____________________________________

Test

Lesson B2–8: Designing Wedding Pieces

Part One: Matching

Instructions. Match the term with the correct response. Write the letter of the term by the defini-
tion.

a. altar arrangements e. aisle runner i. toss bouquet

b. candelabra designs f. kneeling bench j. unity candle arrangement

c. chuppah g. nosegay

d. floral foam holder h. pew decorations

_______ 1. Flowers placed on the altar at the church.

_______ 2. A floral design created for a unity candle.

_______ 3. A small bouquet used by the bride in the bouquet toss.

_______ 4. Arrangements of flowers and/or bows placed on the pews of the church.

_______ 5. A bench used for the bride and groom when they kneel.

_______ 6. A plastic cage and handle with floral foam on the inside.

_______ 7. A design created to hang on a free-standing candelabra.

_______ 8. The white runner placed down the middle of the aisle prior to the wedding party

entering the church.

_______ 9. A canopy for Jewish weddings.

_______ 10. A small bouquet in the English style.

Part Two: Completion

Instructions. Provide the word or words to complete the following statements.

1. During the _______________ the florist will find out the date, time and place of the wed-

ding.

2. A complete wedding _______________ _________________ will remind the florist of the

wedding flowers that may be needed.

3. The florist may contact the ________________ several weeks in advance to order particular

flowers.
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4. Often a _______________ bouquet is presented to the parents of the bride and groom.

5. Flowers for hairpieces are often _______________ into a wreath form.

6. A _____________ ___________ is a common mechanic used to create candelabra pieces.

7. Pew decorations often consist of ________________ and flowers on various pews at the

wedding.

8. Weddings are often classified as informal or _____________ in style.

9. The bridal bouquet should reflect the style of the _________________.

10. A variety of _______________ may be offered by the florist for an additional fee.

Part Three: Short Answer

Instructions. Provide information to answer the following questions.

Name the five styles of bouquets

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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TM: B2–8A

BASIC FLORAL NEEDS FOR

THE WEDDING CEREMONY

OFTEN INCLUDE:

1. Bouquets for the bride, maid of
honor, and bridesmaids

2. Flower girl needs

3. Boutonnieres for the groom, best
man, ring bearer, groomsmen,
and ushers

4. Flowers for the parents and
grandparents

5. Flowers for people involved in the
ceremony

6. Altar arrangements
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TM: B2–8B

BASIC FLORAL NEEDS FOR

THE WEDDING RECEPTION

OFTEN INCLUDE:

1. Centerpieces—head table

2. Centerpieces—serving tables

3. Centerpieces—guest tables

4. Cake table decorations

5. Flowers for the cake

6. Toss bouquet—a small bouquet
used by the bride in the bouquet
toss
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TM: B2–8C

SHAPES OF

CASCADING BOUQUETS
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TM: B2–8D
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Items to Include in a Wedding Servicing Kit

Other Items to Bring When Servicing a Wedding

Extra pins (corsage, boutonniere, straight, and safety)
Bobby pins, floral combs, comb, hair spray
Florist knife, shears
Scissors, extra ribbon
Floral tape, wires, chenille stems
Small glue gun and extra glue sticks
Matches or lighter
Needle and thread, extra buttons
Anti-static spray
Tissues, moist toilettes, anti-stain toilettes
Aspirin, antacid tables, chewing gum, breath mints
Small first aid kit
Fingernail polish or extra pair of nylons

Small rechargeable hand vacuum
Dust pan and hand broom
Drop cloth (for easy clean-up when designing on-site)
A small vase for extra flowers



LS: B2–8A Name_____________________________________

Lab Sheet

Colonial Bouquet Construction

Equipment

Designer tools

Floral foam holder

Greenery—leatherleaf, one or two other types

Flowers—mums and carnations and other small flowers

Filler—baby’s breath

Bows and ribbon

Floral collar—optional

Instructions

1. Place the floral foam into a floral preservative solution and saturate it. Allow the foam to

drain for a few minutes before designing in it. Use a stand or a bud vase filled with water to

support the holder upright.

2. Add a collar of foliage around the back outside edges. Mix two or three types of foliage for

variety.

3. Green up the center of the bouquet with foliage. (If creating a cascade, you would add the

trailing foliage and flowers now).

4. Add a few showy or bright flowers in the center of the round shape.

5. Position the flowers along the outside edge to form the round shape.

6. Fill in the center with additional flowers and filler flowers.

7. Check to see if any floral foam shows. Add foliage as needed.

8. Add foliage in the back of the holder to cover the foam. A bow or lace collar can also be

added in the back to cover the foam.

9. Mist, seal in plastic, and store in a cooler or a cool place.
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Grading Chart

Category Points Possible Points Earned

Preparation 5

Green up 10

Flower placement 10

Covering up mechanics 5

Desired shape 10

Floral design technique 5

Final steps — misting, etc. 5

Total 50
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