
 

National FFA Organization | Career and Leadership Development Events 

16 
Nursery/Landscape 

Revised: February 2025 

Potting Nursery Stock Practicum Scorecard 
50 POINTS 

Name Member Number 

Chapter State Team Number 
 

 Strong evidence  
of skill 

5–4 points 

Moderate evidence  
of skill 

3–2 points 

Weak evidence  
of skill 

1–0 points 
Weight 

Points 
Earned 

Potting Process (34 points)  

Preparation of Plants 
Handles plants properly 
selecting for quality and 
uniformity, inspecting/ 
pruning and grooming the 
damaged parts and pruning 
excess root length. 

Plants are uniform in size 
and shape, properly 
handled, correct number 
selected, properly inspected, 
pruned and prepared for 
planting.  

Plants are somewhat 
uniform in size and shape, 
somewhat properly 
handled, slightly off in 
correct number selected, 
failed to properly inspect, 
prune or prepare for 
planting. 

Plants are not uniform in 
size and shape, poorly 
handled, correct number 
not selected, failed to 
properly inspect, prune or 
prepare for planting. 

x 2  

Placement of Plants in 
Containers 
Plant centered and vertical 
at the proper depth. Roots 
carefully and properly spread 
and covered. 

Holes are made prior to 
placing plant in soil, the 
entire root system is 
covered, leaving proper 
stem length visible and 
properly set. 

Minor amount of roots are 
showing, planted slightly 
too deep or shallow and set 
somewhat correctly. 

A large amount of roots are 
showing or plant stem is 
covered with soil. 

x 2  

Media Filling and Settling 
Sufficient media added 
Media settled by bumping or 
hand firming 
Plant remains stable 

Growing media is filled to 
the inner lip of the pot, 
properly settled, stabilizing 
the plant in the container.  

Growing media is filled 
slightly too high or low, 
media was improperly 
settled leaving the plant 
slightly unstable.  

Growing media is left very 
low or completely fills pot, 
media was improperly 
settled leaving the plant 
unstable. 

x 2   

 
2 points 1 points 0 points Weight 

Points 
Earned 

Labeling of Completed 
Units 
Legibly labeled with the 
plant (variety) name and 
date 

Legibly labeled with date 
planted, plant name, and 
cultivar. 

Somewhat legibly labeled 
with some but not all 
information required.  

Illegible or no label present 
or labeled with incorrect 
information. x 1   

Safety Practices Applied 
Safety practices followed with 
proper cutting technique and 
tools stowed. Minimal 
clutter/good organization in 
work area 

Followed safety practices - 
properly closing tools, using 
proper cutting technique, 
and maintaining work area. 

Followed most safety 
practices, - properly closing 
tools, using proper cutting 
technique, and maintaining 
work area fairly well. 

Failed to follow safety 
practices, - properly closing 
tools and using proper 
cutting technique, the work 
area needs to be more 
organized. 

x 1   

Potting Productivity and Response to Questions (16 points) 
Note: 6 points for questions 

 10-7 points 6-4 points 3-0 points Weight 
Points 
Earned 

Quantity & Quality 
Overall quality, uniformity, and 
number of units completed 

Required number of units 
completed; final product 

uniform, materials upright, 
clean/neat, commercially 

acceptable 

Approximately 2/3 
completed; final product 

moderately uniform, 
materials upright, 

clean/neat, generally 
acceptable 

Less than 2/3 of units 
completed; final product 

not uniform, materials vary 
in condition, generally non-

commercial condition 

X 1  

 6-5 points 4 – 2 points 1–0 points Weight Points 
Earned 

Response to Questions Answered questions 
correctly 

Answered some questions 
correctly 

Did not or incorrectly 
answered questions. 

X 1  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE   

 

Judge’s Name  Judge’s Signature  Date 
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Propagating Nursery Stock Practicum Scorecard  
50 POINTS 

Name Member Number 

Chapter State Team Number 
 

 
Strong evidence  

of skill 
5–4 points 

Moderate evidence  
of skill 

3–2 points 

Weak evidence  
of skill 

1–0 points 
Weight Earned 

Propagation Process (34 points) 

Removal of Cuttings 
Selects best quality uniform 
stock; Clean cuts at 
appropriate lengths 

Best stock selected and 
clean cuts made at 
appropriate length 

Most stock selected is of 
appropriate quality and 
mostly clean cuts made 

close to appropriate 
length. 

Cutting stock is of poor 
quality with poorly made 

cuts of an incorrect length. 
x 1  

Preparation of Cuttings 
Angled or wounded basal 
cuts used in correctly 
prepared cuttings; correctly 
placed in relation to nodes. 
Cutting/buds not damaged. 

Cuttings are correctly 
prepared with angled or 

wounded basal cuts without 
damage to the cutting or 

the buds. 

Cuttings are mostly 
correctly prepared with 

angled or wounded basal 
cuts with minimal 

damage to the cutting or 
the buds. 

Cuttings are incorrectly 
prepared with damage to 
the cutting or the buds. 

x 2  

 7-5 points 4-2 points 1-0 points Weight Earned 

Application of Proper 
Hormone 
Sufficient applied and excess 
removed; Hormone kept 
clean. 

Clean hormone applied in 
sufficient amounts with 

excess removed from 
cutting. 

Clean hormone applied 
without removing excess 

from cutting. 

Failed to keep hormone 
clean and applied sparingly. 

1  

 8-6 points 5-3 points 2-0 points Weight Earned 

Placement of Cuttings in 
Media 
Proper medium depth, as 
applicable; Media furrow cut 
and closed; Proper sticking 
depth; Efficient row and 
cutting spacing. 

Cuttings are placed at the 
proper depth in medium 

with furrow cut and closed; 
Cuttings are placed in 

efficient rows and cutting 
spacing. 

Cuttings are mostly 
placed at the proper 

depth in medium with 
furrow cut and closed; 

Most cuttings are placed 
in efficient rows and 

cutting spacing. 

Few or no cuttings are 
placed at the proper depth 
in medium with furrow cut 
and closed; Cutting rows or 

poor and spacing 
inappropriate. 

1  

 2 points 1 points 0 points Weight Earned 

Labeling of Completed Units 
Legibly labeled with the plant 
(variety) name and date 

Legibly labeled with date 
planted, plant name, and 

cultivar. 

Somewhat legibly labeled 
with some but not all 
information required. 

Illegible or no label present 
or labeled with incorrect 

information. 
x 1 2 

Safety Practices Applied 
Safety practices followed with 
proper cutting technique and 
tools stowed. Minimal 
clutter/good organization in 
work area 

Followed safety practices - 
properly closing tools, 
using proper cutting 

technique, and 
maintaining work area. 

Followed most safety 
practices, - properly closing 
tools, using proper cutting 

technique, and maintaining 
work area fairly well. 

Failed to follow safety 
practices, - properly closing 

tools and using proper 
cutting technique, the work 

area needs to be more 
organized. 

x 1 2 

Propagation Productivity and Response to Questions (16 points) 
Note: 6 points for questions 

 10-7 points 6-4 points 3-0 points Weight Earned 

Quality of Units Completed 
• Overall quality and 

uniformity of lot 

Final product presented to 
the judge with plants 

upright, pot clean, and in 
sellable condition 

Final product presented to 
the judge with plants 

upright, pot clean, and in 
sellable condition 

Final product presented to 
judge in non-sellable 

condition 
X 1  

 6-5 points 4 - 2 points 1-0 points Weight Earned 

Response to Questions Answered questions 
correctly 

Answered some questions 
correctly 

Did not or incorrectly 
answered questions. 

X 1  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Name  Judge’s Signature  Date 
Judges please award points as whole numbers only, no fractions
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Team Activity Cooperation/Teamwork Rubric 
50 POINTS 

 

Chapter  State  Team Number 

 

Indicator 
Very strong evidence of  
skill is present 
5–4 points 

Moderate evidence of  
skill is present 
3–2 points 

Weak evidence of  
skill is present 
1–0 points 

Weight 
Points 
Earned 

Understanding 
of task(s) 
assigned 

Clearly all members show 
understanding of the 
assigned task(s). 

Two to three 
members show 
understanding of the 
assigned task(s). 

One member shows 
understanding of 
assigned task(s). 

X 2 

 

Established 
team leadership 
role 

One member seemed to 
assume leadership and others 
cooperated. 

One member seemed 
to assume leadership. 

No leadership role(s) 
were established. 

X 2 

 

Agreement 
reached among 
team members 
on who will do 
which skills. 

All four members have task 
responsibilities outlined and 
defined. 

Two or three 
members have task 
responsibilities 
outlined and defined. 

One member has 
have task 
responsibilities 
outlined and defined. 

X 2 

 

A plan is made 
on how to 
complete tasks 
if difficulties 
arise. 

Team discussed who would 
assist whom to make sure 
tasks are completed.  

Leader of the team 
assigns who will help 
others complete tasks. 

No plan is made for 
assisting others to 
complete tasks. 

X 2 

 

Willingness to 
help others in 
accomplishing 
task 

All members willing to assist 
others. 

Three members 
willing to assist others. 

Two or less members 
willing to assist others. 

X 2 

 

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE 
 

 

 
 
Judge’s Name  Judge’s Signature  Date 
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Verbal Customer Assistance Rubric 
50 POINTS 
 

Name  Member Number 

Chapter  State  Team Number 

 

Indicator 
Very strong evidence  

of skill is present 
5–4 points 

Moderate evidence  
of skill is present 

3–2 points 

Weak evidence  
of skill is present 

1–0 points 

Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

First impression 
Individual identifies 
themselves with a good first 
impression. 

Individual mostly identifies 
themselves with a good first 
impression. 

Individual poorly identifies 
themselves with a good first 
impression. 

5 
 

Personal rapport 

Individual asks questions 
and utilizes information from 
answers in an attempt to 
build personal rapport. 

Individual mostly asks questions 
and utilizes information from 
answers in an attempt to build 
personal rapport. 

Individual poorly asks 
questions and utilizes 
information from answers in 
an attempt to build personal 
rapport. 

5 

 

Clarifying 
questions 

Individual asks questions to 
learn about the customer’s 
situation and to confirm 
preliminary customer 
information. 

Individual mostly asks questions 
to learn about the customer’s 
situation and to confirm 
preliminary customer 
information. 

Individual poorly asks 
questions to learn about the 
customer’s situation and to 
confirm preliminary customer 
information. 

5 

 

Needs and wants 
Individual confirmed and 
discovered customer needs 
and wants. 

Individual mostly confirmed and 
discovered customer needs and 
wants. 

Individual poorly confirmed 
and discovered customer 
needs and wants. 

5 
 

Features and 
benefits 

Individual applied features 
and benefits of their product 
to the customer’s 
needs/wants. 

Individual mostly applied 
features and benefits of their 
product to the customer’s 
needs/wants. 

Individual poorly applied 
features and benefits of their 
product to the customer’s 
needs/wants. 

5 

 

Matching needs 
and wants 

Individual allows customer 
to participate in matching 
their wants/needs to the 
product features. 

Individual mostly allows 
customer to participate in 
matching their wants/needs to 
the product features. 

Individual poorly allows 
customer to participate in 
matching their wants/needs 
to the product features. 

5 

 

Trial close 
Individual uses appropriate 
technique to confirm 
customer understanding. 

Individual mostly uses 
appropriate technique to 
confirm customer 
understanding. 

Individual poorly uses 
appropriate technique to 
confirm customer 
understanding. 

5 

 

Objections 

Student listens and clarifies 
customers objections and 
discusses the 
features/benefits of the 
product information to 
address the customers 
objections. 

Student mostly listens and 
clarifies customers objections 
and discusses the 
features/benefits of the product 
information to address the 
customers objections. 

Student poorly listens and 
clarifies customers objections 
and discusses the 
features/benefits of the 
product information to 
address the customers 
objections. 

5 

 

Close transaction 
Student closes or attempts 
to close the transaction. 

Student mostly closes or 
attempts to close the 
transaction. 

Student poorly closes or 
attempts to close the 
transaction. 

5 
 

Active listening 
Individual actively listens to 
comments and answers 
from the customer.  

Individual mostly listens to 
comments and answers from 
the customer. 

Individual poorly listens to 
comments and answers from 
the customer. 

5 
 

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE   

 
 
Judge’s Name 
• Judge’s Name 

 Judge’s Signature  Date 
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Nursery/Landscape Team Skills Challenge 
400 POINTS 

The Team Skills Challenge should be completed in 45 minutes valued at 400 points. Each skill may take up to 20 
minutes to complete. It is the responsibility of the team to determine how to split their team to complete the 
challenges presented within the rotation.  
 

Chapter State Team Number 
 

A.  Score =   points of  possible 

B.  Score =  points of  possible 

C.  Score  points of  possible 

D.  Score  points of  possible 

E.  Score  points of  possible 

F.  Score  points of  possible 

G.  Score  points of  possible 

H.  Score  points of  possible 

Total Points  of 400 Points Possible 

 

Judge’s Name  Judge’s Signature  Date 
 

Skill 
Number 

Skill Title Page Points 

1 Plant Layout 17  100 
2 Basic Program Controller 18  100 

3 Irrigation Zone Installation and Repair 19  100 

4 Line Trimmer 20  25 

5 Chainsaw 21  50 

6 Edger 22  25 

7 Power Blower 23  25 

8 Surveying Instrument 24  100 

9 Push Mower 25  50 

10 ZTR Mower 26  50 

11 Intermediate Walk-Behind Mower 27  50 

12 Sod Installation 28  100 

13 Tree Planting 29  100 

14 Grading and Drainage 30  100 

15 Paver Installation 31  100 

16 Skid Steer Loader Operation 32  50 

17 Pruning 33  100 

18 Fertilizer Application 34  50 

19 Service Receipt 35  50 

20 Wall Installation 36  100 

21 Shrub/Perennial Installation 37  100 
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Skills Event 1 
PLANT LAYOUT SCORECARD 
 
 

Name(s) State Team Number 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Plant placed within 6 inches +/- of correct placement (5 points each) 20  

Plant faced properly (5 points each) 20  

Plant handled properly (5 points each) 10  

Correct Viewpoint 5  

Explain Plant Care 5  

Safely and properly followed lifting procedures (5 pts per student) 10  

Safety glasses worn (5 pts per student) 10  

Gloves worn 10  

Completed Design 10  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 2 
BASIC PROGRAM CONTROLLER SCORECARD 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Initial Programming 

Set to current day 5  

Set to current time 5  

Clear other programs of everything previously set up 5  

Irrigation Programming as directed 

Station (zone) 1 & 3Program A 10  

Station (zone) 2 & 4Program B 10  

Start time: for Programs A & B 10  

All zones will be watered on designated days 5  

Manual Operation 

Manually activate station as directed 10  

Installation of Zone Valve 

Wired correctly into the controller 20  

Installed in proper location per design 10  

Wire nuts tight 10  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE  

 
Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 3 
IRRIGATION ZONE INSTALLATION AND REPAIR SCORECARD 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Properly Repair Lateral Break 

Removed damaged section of pipe 5  

Removed any burrs or rough edges and cleaned surface 5  

Applied primer and cement properly and cleaned up excess glue 5  

Fittings to be properly set or extended 10  

Installation of Irrigation Zone 

Pipe cut to proper length +/- 1 inch (5 points deducted for each error) 20  

Proper fitting used (5 points deducted for each error) 15  

Heads set in proper location 10  

Heads adjusted properly (5 points per ??) 15  

Safety Procedures 

Eye protection used (5 points per student) 10  

Gloves used while cutting pipe and gluing 5  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE  

 
Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 4 
LINE TRIMMER SCORECARD 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Point 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Pre-Operation Check 

Checked air filter and explained 2  

Checked fuel level and filled on hard surface 3  

Equipment Operation 

Installed trimmer line into Trimmer Head 4  

Demonstrated how to start engine with Trimmer on ground 2  

Demonstrated how to trim around posts without hitting post 5  

Safety Procedures 

Ear protection used 3  

Eye protection used 3  

Avoided pedestrian traffic while trimming (Judge is pedestrian) 25  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 25 POSSIBLE  

 
 

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

 
Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 5 
CHAINSAW SCORECARD 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Point 

Earned 

Pre-Operation Check 

Located and checked air filter 3  

Adjusted chain tension with gloves on 7  

Checked bar oil level and explained its purpose 5  

Demonstrated fueling of tank with proper fuel 2  

Equipment Operation 

Demonstrated how to start engine, choke and set chain brake with saw on the ground 8  

Demonstrated how to cut a log on a saw buck 5  

Safety Procedures (All PPE must be on before attempting this event) 

Ear protection used 4  

Eye protection used 4  

Chaps used 4  

Hard hat used 4  

Gloves used 4  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 6 
EDGER SCORECARD 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Pre-Operation Check 

Checked air filter 2  

Checked fuel level and filled on a hard surface 3  

Changed edger blade 3  

Equipment Operation 

Demonstrated how to start engine with edger on the ground 2  

Demonstrated how to edge a sidewalk on a section of lumber 5  

Safety Procedures 

Ear protection used 3  

Eye protection used 4  

Avoided pedestrian traffic (Judge is pedestrian) 3  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 25 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 7 
POWER BLOWER SCORECARD 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Pre-Operation Check 

Checked air filter and fan grill 2  

Checked fuel level and fill on a hard surface and discuss 2-cycle mix 3  

Equipment Operation 

Cleaned up hazards before blowing area 3  

Demonstrated how to start engine with blower on the ground 2  

Blew debris away from building 3  

Demonstrated proper clearing of the sidewalk 2  

Safety Procedures 

Ear protection used 3  

Eye protection used 2  

Dust mask used while blowing 2  

Avoided pedestrian traffic (Judge is pedestrian) 3  

TOTAL POINTS EARNEDOUT OF 25 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 8 
SURVEYING INSTRUMENT SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Instrument Set Up and Knowledge 

Instrument set up 10  

Knowledge of builder’s level, transit, laser 10  

Determining the benchmark (Point A) 10  

Elevation Readings and Calculations 

Point B 5  

Point C 5  

Point D 5  

Calculated the elevation difference between point A and C 7  

Calculated the elevation difference between point A and D 7  

Cut and Fill Problems 

Calculated the percent slope between A and D 15  
How much fill or cut would be needed between point A and D to create a _____ percent 
slope? 

10  

Explained the marks on a grade stake 5  

Explained the difference between an architect’s and engineer’s story pole 6  

Properly dismantled and stored equipment 5  
TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 9 
PUSH MOWER SCORECARD 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Pre-Start Procedures 

Checked oil level and air cleaner 5  

Changed mower blade 9  

Mower guard down or bag in place 5  

Adjusted mower height 5  

Equipment Operation 

Two times outside area 3  

Mowed around trees on left side of mower 3  

Safety Procedures 

Ear protection used 5  

Eye protection used 5  

Hazards were observed and cleaned up before mowing  5  

Avoided pedestrian traffic (Judge is pedestrian) 5  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 10 
ZTR MOWER SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Pre-Start Procedures 

Checked oil level 5  

Checked hydraulic system oil level check 2  

Checked air cleaner and grease fittings 3  

Checked Belts, pulleys, guards 3  

Adjusting mower height 5  

Equipment Operation 

Sat on mower before starting 6  

Two times outside area 3  

Mowed around trees on left side of mower 3  

Safety Procedures 

Ear protection used 5  

Eye protection used 5  

Hazards were cleaned up before mowing 5  

Avoided pedestrian traffic (Judge is pedestrian) 5  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 11 
INTERMEDIATE WALK-BEHIND MOWER SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Pre-Start Procedures 

Checked oil level 5  

Checked hydraulic system oil level check 2  

Checked air cleaner and grease fittings 3  

Checked belts, pulleys, guards 3  

Adjusted mower height (physically change) 5  

Equipment Operation 

Started mower properly (demonstrate) 6  

Two times outside area (discuss while looking at a site design) 3  

Mowed around trees on left side of mower (discuss while looking at a site design) 3  

Safety Procedures 

Eye protection used 5  

Ear protection used 5  

Cleaned up hazards before mowing 5  

Avoided pedestrian traffic (Judge is pedestrian) 5  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 12 
SOD INSTALLATION SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Graded area according to problem description 10  

Rolled area (pre sod) according to problem description 5  

Calculated and weighed proper amount of fertilizer 6  

Applied fertilizer evenly (round down to the nearest pound) 6  

Sodded strips adjacent to edges full width 5  

Staggered seams on sod rolls 8  

Knitted seams tightly 5  

Made cuts accurately, used proper tool, i.e. spade, knife 5  

Irrigation heads/valve box visible 8  

Rolled sod after installation 7  

Explained watering of new sod 10  

Eye protection used 10  

Demonstrated proper lifting techniques 5  

Additional safety violations: Deduct 3 points for each observed safety violation 
such as tools used improperly, etc. (Maximum deduction – 15 points) 

  

Completed sodding the box 10  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 13 
TREE PLANTING SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Hole Dimension According to Detail 

Width 10  

Depth 10  

Planted According to Detail 

Root pruning 5  

Handled correctly 5  

Soil berm 5  

Tamped properly 5  

Mulched properly 5  

Explained watering method for new tree 15  

Stake and Wire tree according to specifications sheet 

Stakes at correct depth 5  

Stakes straight and plumb 5  

Stakes placed per prevailing wind 5  

Straps installed at correct height 5  

Safety Procedures 

Eye protection used 5  

Proper lifting techniques were used 5  

Proper use of gloves while staking the tree 5  

Wore hard hat while staking the tree 5  

Additional safety violations: Deduct 3 points for each observed safety 
violation, such as tools used improperly, etc. 

  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLES   
Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 14 
GRADING AND DRAINAGE SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Resemblance to Scale Drawing of Sand Mound 

Top of mound at proper elevation 10  

Top of mound at proper location 10  

Elevation Points (3 different elevation points will be checked by judge) 

Point A 10  

Point B 10  

Point C 10  

Location and Elevation of Catch Basin 

Location 10  

Elevation 10  

Will the finished product drain? 15  

Safety Procedures 

Eye protection used 10  

Proper use of gloves 5  

Additional Safety Violations: Deduct 3 points for each observed safety violation, 
such as tools used improperly, etc.   

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE   

Note: Measurements are in 1/10 scale. 

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

 
Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 15 
PAVER INSTALLATION SCORECARD 
 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Procedure 

Set string line 90 degrees with the base line 10  

Installed solder course along the edge 15  

Installed a basket weave pattern pad correctly 15  

Explain to the Judge the Steps Involved in Laying Pavers 

Pavers finished height per design 8  

Excavated a minimum of 6” for a solid base, explain 3  

Created a 2 percent minimum slope 4  

Added base, compact no more than 4” at a time, explain 3  

Base to be 6” beyond finished detentions, explain 5  

Installed edging 4  

Installed sand and screed 8  

Cut pavers and use of ear protection 5  

Sand swept and compacted 5  

Safety Procedure 

Eye protection used 5  

Gloves used 5  

Used proper lifting techniques 5  

Deduct 5 points for each safety violation (20 points maximum deductions)   
TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE    

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 16 
SKID STEER LOADER SCORECARD 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Checked oil level and hydraulic system oil level 4  

Checked tire pressure 3  

Checked fuel check 4  

Checked air filter check 3  

Checked grease fittings 4  

Proper mounting of loader using seatbelt and harness 4  

Proper exiting of loader 4  

Attaching front implements 4  

Safety glasses used 5  

Ear protection used 5  

Seat belt was used 5  

Discussed observing people and hazards 5  

Note: Deduct 10 points for any safety violation with a maximum of 20 points 
deducted. 

  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE     

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 17 
PRUNING SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Identified trunk, leader and lateral branches 15  

Properly used hand pruners on plants 10  

Properly used loppers on plants 10  

Demonstrated the 3-point cut method and provided rationale on a design 10  

Identified 3 appropriate cuts and proper tool to use 15  

Demonstrated how to start and handle gas-powered hedge shears 10  

Eye protection used 10  

Ear protection used 10  

Gloves used 5  

Chaps used while shearing 5  

Note: Deduct 10 points for any safety violation — maximum of 20 points deducted.   

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 18 
FERTILIZER APPLICATION SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

CRITERIA Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Checked equipment spinner for proper operation before filling 5  

Adjusted spreader setting as instructed 2  

Measured the proper amount of fertilizer +/− 5 percent 13  

Filled spreader off of turf area 5  

No fertilizer spillage and spreader was closed prior to filling 5  

Opened spreader at appropriate time 5  

Spread fertilizer evenly 5  

Safety Procedures 

Eye protection used 5  

Gloves used 5  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 19 
SERVICE RECEIPT SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Recorded crew time properly per scenario provided 10  

Checked off all services rendered 5  

Recorded actual pre-emergent herbicide and fertilizer calculations 5  

Recorded actual mulch calculation (in cubic yards) 5  

Recorded actual flats installed 5  

Recorded comments about irrigation head 5  

Explained annual care to client 10  

Crew leader signed off on service receipt 5  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 50 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 20 
WALL INSTALLATION SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Establish level base 10  

Installed wall proper length 10  

Installed wall proper height 10  

Set cap stone properly 10  

Staggered seams on wall (face of wall is flat) 10  

Used proper cuts in wall 5  

Excavated a minimum of 6” for a solid base (in keeping with mid-west specifications) 5  

Added base, compacted no more than 4” at a time 5  

Base to be 6” beyond finished wall 5  

Cut wall stone and used ear protection 5  

Used glue/mortar as needed (simulated while building the wall) 5  

Eye protection used 5  

Gloves used 5  
Note: Deduct 5 points for any safety violation — maximum of 20 points deducted, i.e. 

improper lifting, tool handling. 
  

Finished the wall 10  
TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE 

  
 

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

Return to Skills list 
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Skills Event 21 
SHRUB/PERENNIAL INSTALLATION SCORECARD 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

Name(s) State Team Number 

 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Plants placed within 2” +/- of correct placement (5 points each) 15  

Plants faced properly to a maximum of 15 points (5 points each) 15  

Plant handled properly to a maximum of 15 points (5 points each) 15  

Correct viewpoint 5  

Explained proper plant care (watering- 5 points and pruning - 5 points) 10  

Mulch applied properly 10  

Safely and properly followed lifting procedures  10  

Safety glasses and gloves used 10  

Finished planting per design 10  

TOTAL POINTS EARNED OUT OF 100 POSSIBLE  

Judge’s Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Name Judge’s Signature Date 
 

 
Return to Skills list 

 


