
2026 Practicum List

1. Administering an IM injection
2. Administering Ophthalmic Medication
3. Bandage Removal
4. Cystocentesis in Small Animals
5. Removing a Friendly Cat from a Cage and 
Wrap in Fear Reduced Manner
6. Applying a Nylon Dog Muzzle
7. Snare Restraint of the Pig
8.  Placing a tail tie
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
ADMINISTERING AN INTRAMUSCULAR INJECTION 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student selected the proper site for administration. 10  

The student directs the needle through the skin and into the muscle. 10  

The student aspirates; if no blood is noted, injects. 10  

The student withdraws the needle and places in the sharps container. 10  

The student massages the area where the injection was given and praises the 
patient. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists  
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
ADMINISTERING OPHTHALMIC MEDICATION 

 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student wipes any discharge from the patient’s eye using a gauze 
sponge or cotton ball. 

8  

The student opens the end of the ophthalmic medicine 3  

The student uses the index finger and thumb to pull the upper and lower lids 
apart to open the eye. 

The student’s thumb pulls the lower lid down and the index finger pulls the 
upper lid upward. 

The student’s other finger may rest on the head of the animal. 

12  

While resting the hand holding the medication on the head of the patient, 
the student applies the drops or ointment gently into the eye without 
touching the eye, counting each drop or applying the proper amount of 
ointment without contamination. 

12  

The student releases the eyelids. 5  

The student allows the animal to blink to move the medication throughout 
the eye. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
BANDAGE REMOVAL 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student chooses the bandage scissors and holds in proper orientation. 8  

The student keeps the blade flat against the body and the tip raised slightly 
upward in contact with bandage. 

10  

The student begins cutting each layer from the distal end moving proximally. 10  

The student gently removes each layer of bandage. 7  

The student notes the status of the unbandaged area and states if it is normal 
or if there are any problems. 

6  

The student cleans up work area. 4  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
CYSTOCENTESIS IN COMPANION ANIMALS 

 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possibl
e 

Point
s 

Earne
d 

The student places the patient in dorsal recumbency. 5  

The student palpates the bladder to assess its size and location. 8  

The student cleans the surface of the skin with alcohol. 5  

The student palpates and immobilizes the bladder. 5  

The student inserts the needle Dorso caudally into the caudal abdomen. 10  

The student gently aspirates urine into the syringe. 5  

The student releases suction after the sample has been obtained. 5  

The student withdraws the needle from the abdomen. 2  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

 
TOTAL POINTS 

50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
APPLYING A NYLON DOG MUZZLE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student selects appropriate muzzle. 4  

The student places the dog in sitting or sternal position on exam table or 
floor. 

2  

The student comes from behind the dog’s head with the muzzle in one hand 
in the correct position. 

5  

The student brings the muzzle up to the dog’s face and slips it on while 
grasping the strap with the other hand. 

5  

The student secures the muzzle. 4  

The student checks for proper fit (one finger inserted under the strap). 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
PLACING A TAIL TIE 

 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student lays the rope over the tail at the tip of the tail bone. 5  

The student folds all the tail hairs up over the rope. 5  

The student passes the short end of the rope behind the tail, and makes a 
fold or bight in it. 

5  

The student passes the fold or bight over the folded tail and under the rope, 
which is looped around the tail. 

5  

The student pulls tight. 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
REMOVING A FRIENDLY CAT FROM A CAGE AND WRAP IN A FEAR-REDUCED MANNER 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student places a thick, medium-sized towel sprayed with Feliway on the 
exam table. 

2  

The student opens the cage door and calls the cat by name. 1  

The student presents a closed hand to the cat to allow it to sniff their hand, 
strokes the cat on the head and neck, slides hand under thorax to lift the fore 
quarters and gently draws the cat towards them while using the other arm 
to support the cat’s weight and drawing the cat close to the body in a kind 
and friendly manner to permit gentle restraint, not tight but enough to 
reduce wiggling. 

2  

The student cradles the cat’s abdomen with their other hand and removes 
the cat from the cage. 1  

With the cat's head still controlled, the student places the cat under one arm 
close to his or her body and closes the cage door with his or her free hand. 

2  

The student carries the cat to the exam table while holding the cat close to 
his or her body and places the cat onto the center of the towel, in sternal 
position. 

5  

The student wraps the back corner of the towel over the rear of the cat 3  

The student takes one front corner of the towel and wraps it snugly over and 
around the cat's body, being sure to get the towel under the cat's neck. wrap 
around the neck to ensure front feet are covered. 

3  

The student repeats this action with the other end of the towel wrapping it 
around the cat and under its neck. 

3  

Once both sides of the towel are wrapped around the cat the student tucks 
any excess towel under the cat. 

3  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 

  



 

National FFA Organization | Career and Leadership Development Events 

58 

Handling and Restraining Practicum 
SNARE RESTRAINT OF THE PIG 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student, standing next to the patient, guides the loop of the snare into 
the mouth and over the nose or upper jaw. 

3  

The student makes sure the loop is inserted far enough into the patient’s 
mouth. 

5  

The student pulls the loop tight when it is in the proper position. 5  

The student keeps the loop tight while moving to the front of the patient. 5  

The student maintains the pressure on the snare so that the patient cannot 
escape. 3  

 The student keeps control of the patient until the patient ceases to struggle.  2  

The student releases the patient after the procedure is completed 2  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 

 




